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THE TEACHINO- OF MATHEMATICS TO 
STUDENTS OF ENOINEBBING'- 

FEOM THE STANDPOINT OF THE PEOPESSOK 
OP ENGINEERING 

I feel that in this disciassion we engi- 
neers occupy rather an unfortunate posi- 
tion, on account of the fact that we are 
compelled to assume the position of critics. 
The student comes to us from the teachers 
of mathematics, presumahly equipped with 
a knowledge of that subject, and it becomes 
our duty to teach him subjects in which he 
makes use of this preparation, and to find 
out whether he has learned to use mathe- 
matics as a tool. However, I believe that 
only by friendly criticism can progress be 
made, and that every one ought to be will- 
ing to accept such criticism when given in 
the proper spirit. I had much rather be 
criticized than criticize others, and we 
teachers of engineering hope that we are 
always ready to receive suggestions, not 
only from other teachers, but from prac- 
tising engineers. 

I must first insist that for the engineer 
mathematics is to be regarded as a tool — 
not as something which is studied simply 
for the development of some mental powers, 
but for the ability which it ought to give 
a man to do something — to use the results 
and methods which he has been taught in 
solving the problems of his profession. 

There has been a good deal of discussion 
in the past as to the value of mathematics 
simply as a means of mental training, with- 
out reference to its use, and perhaps most 
of us remember the paper by Sir William 

' Continued from the issue of August 7. 



